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Diamonds were discovered in Venezuela in 1902 and it was in 1930 when their 
exploitation began.  
 
In 1942, Venezuelan Jaime Hudson discovered the largest diamond found so far 
in the country, known as "El Libertador" or "Bolívar", 154 qt, at the site called 
Surukún, Bolívar state, and was cut by Harry Winston, in three stones of 40, 18 
and 12 qt (THEMELIS, 1997). 
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Following is a summary of diamond locations mentioned in the geological and 
mining bibliography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bibliographic References Diamond Deposits in Venezuela 3 

AMAZONAS STATE 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
State District Community

Amazonas

Río Cauaburi

Cardona Río Negro

Avispa Río Negro

Guaibal-El Mango

Solano Casiquiare

Mavaca-Casuquare Río Negro

Guaramoni Río Negro

Alto Orinoco Atabapo

Alto Ventuari

Alto Ventuari

Location
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BOLIVAR STATE 
 

 
 

 

 

Bolivar
Los Caribes placers

Gran Sabana Capaura placers

Sucre Caura placers

Aba

Kamu placers
El Loco placers

Gran Sabana Aparuren
Yuguiripin placers
Maijia placers

Buena Esperanza placer

El Pagόn placer
La Bandera placers
La Pena placer
San Luis placers
Uaiparu placers
Chiricayen placer
Chiricayen Anticline
Quebrada Nunque
La Faisca placer
La Hollada placers
Uonan placers
Cinco Ranchos placers
Hacha placers

Paramichi placers

Flora Blanca placers

Conoroto placers

Rίo Aponguao placers

Piar Aponguao

Alto Aponguao placers

Roscio Alto Kukenán Gran Sabana

Rίo Cuquenán Gran Sabana

Agua Colorada

Pereden

Icabara

Marίa Varela La Sabanita

Carmen Rosa

La Sabanita placers  
State District Community Location  
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Bolivar  
State District Community Location  

Raúl Leoni Barrialόn placers

Santa Teresa

San Juan

Palmache

Gran Sabana Campo Grande Campo Grande

Leoncio or Felipe

Piar Caruay

Roscio Arabopo

Gran Sabana Arabopo

Guacharaquito

Guacharaca

Guacharaguita

Evepui

Gapaura

Paviche
Cedeño Agua Negra

Gran Sabana Uraday

Kamarata

Guayaraca

Gallito San Salvador de Paύl

San Salvador de Paúl Mina Bogarίn San Salvador de Paύl

Distrito San Salvador de Paύl San Salvador de Paύl

Chicanan Upper Cuyunί River

Carapo

Larinal

Dori

Pila Blanca  
Cedeño El Carmen

El Infierno

El Toco

Gran Sabana Campo Grande

Ciudad Piar

C.O.D.S.A.
Kurupung
Mina Tikwaj

Heres Los Frijoles
Los Frijoles placers

Heres El Foco Near to Minera La Bulla

Rio Guaniamo

Cedeño Guaniamo I

Cedeño Quebrada Grande Guaniamo River/ southwest of Maripa Town

Quebrada Grande placers Guaniamo River/ southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño La Hoya Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño Cepillito Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño Matute Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño El Candado Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño Cuaimita Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño La Cuaima Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño Curao Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town  

Cedeño La Salvaciόn
30 Km downstream to the junction Quebrada Grande with the 

north flowing Guaniamo River, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño La Cu-Ca Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño Tres choques Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño El Milagro
30 Km downstream to the junction Quebrada Grande with the 

north flowing Guaniamo River, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño El Resbalόn del Diablo Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño El Caracolito Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño El Caracol Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Serrania de Roraima Provincia Geologica Roraima  
State District Community Location  
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Bolivar  
State District Community Location  

Cedeño Localidad Minera de Guaniamo Guaniamo District

Cedeño Candado-Julio Guaniamo

Cedeño Area 024 Guaniamo

Cedeño La Ceniza Guaniamo

Cedeño Los Indios Guaniamo

Cedeño Bulla de las Mujeres Guaniamo

Cedeño Desengaño Guaniamo

Cedeño Desayuno Guaniamo

Cedeño La Peinilla Guaniamo

Cedeño Guaniamo Cerbatana Guaniamo

Cedeño Hueso Duro Guaniamo River

Cedeño Mina La Salvacion Bejuquero Sector

Cedeño Mina Bejuquero Bejuquero Sector

Cedeño Mina La Bicicleta

Cedeño La Bicicleta Quebrada Grande, southwest of Maripa Town

Cedeño Ringi-Ringi Guaniamo

Cedeño Chihuahua Guaniamo

Cedeño La Centella 8 kilometers northeast of Milagro Town

Cedeño Concesion Natal I (El Metro)

Cedeño Concesion Natal II (Belmudez)  
Raύl Leoni Concesiones Alfa 1,2,3, El Merey Zone

Santa Rosa Sector
Rίo Caronί, near to Caruachί, Caruachito Town, 20 km 

southwest of Puerto Ordaz

Rosita I
Rίo Caronί, near to Caruachί, Caruachito Town, 20 km 

southwest of Puerto Ordaz

Alto Caroni Rίo Caronί

Bajo Caroni Rίo Caronί

Ancho Caronί Rίo Caronί

Rίo Caronί placers Rίo Caronί

San Félix placers Lower Caronί River
Icabarύ placers Caronί River
El Polaco Caronί River

Caroní Curuachί placers
Paraitepuy placers Caronί River
Paraitepuy

Raúl Leoni Asa placers Caronί River
El Pao de la Fortuna placers Lower Caronί River

Heres Aza
El Casabe placers Caronί River

Rίo Carrao placers Caronί River

Rίo Chiguao placers Caronί River

Caruachi Down in the Caroni River

Playa Blanca Down in the Caroni River

Rio Claro Down in the Caroni River

Parupa placers Caronί River

Tarapo  
Piar Bocόn placers Caronί River

La Libertad Caronί River

San Pedro de Las Bocas placers Caronί River

Rίo Caronί No. 18

El Merey placers Lower Caronί River

Rίo Claro placers Lower Caronί River

Rio Cuchivero

Rίo Aro

Rίo Los Dos Pozos

Rίo Suapure

Enei

Karum

Caudra

Guacharo

Veri  
State District Community Location  

 

 

 

 

 



Bibliographic References Diamond Deposits in Venezuela 7 

 

Bolivar  
State District Community Location  

Cedeño Sipao

Coroima

Paviche

Caicara

Lago de Guri

Raύl Leoni San Pedro de las Bocas

Rio Yuruari

Rio Yuruan

Rίo Merevari

Icabaru 
15 km southwest of Icabaru Town. Access by helicopter or by 

unimproved road from Santa Elena de Uairén

Icabaru South
Near to Icabaru Town. Access by helicopter or by unimproved 

road from Santa Elena de Uairén

Rio Icabaru
Near to Icabaru Town. Access by helicopter or by unimproved 

road from Santa Elena de Uairén

Rio Uaiparu

Gran Sabana Santa Elena de Uairen

Santa Elena de Uairen placers

Cerro Acurima Near to Santa Elena de Uairen Town

Cerro Paratepuy Near to Santa Elena de Uairen Town

Cerro Pakaraima

San Salvador de Paul

Gran Sabana

Gran Sabana

Gran Sabana

Gran Sabana placers  
Gran Sabana Uriman

Sur de Uriman

Uriman placers

Uraima-Urutani

Uraima-Urutani

Uraima-Urutani

Raúl Leoni Avequi

Raúl Leoni Avequi Placers

Parupa

Macapa

Rio Antabare

Rίo Antabare

Rio Tuyucay

Rίo Oris

Paramuchi

La Paragua placers

Paragua

Alto Paragua

Heres Alto Ventuari  
State District Community Location  
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Bolivar  
State District Community Location  

Heres Alto Ventuari

Cedeño Alto Ventuari

Alto Cuyunί

Alto Mazaruni

Carona

Casabe

Aza Karon

Sabana-Nuevo Cuchiverito

Rio Caura Near to Maripa

Cedeño Los Coquitos Selva de Chaviripa, Guaniamo River

Rio Suapure

No named place

No named place

No named place

No named place

El Metro (Natal I)

Belmudez (Natal II)

State District Community Location  
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Diamond-bearing kimberlite has been identified in the Guaniamo district of 
Estado Bolivar along a stream known as Quebrada Grande. It is present as dikes 
and sills discontinuously exposed for a strike length of 7 km (Nixon and  others, 
1989); however, the main tributary and small creeks that feed from this area are 
diamondiferous for a distance of at least 40 km. The rocks consist mainly of 
yellow-green smectite and grains of ulvospinel-magnetite. Macrocrysts consist of 
lilac to green garnet that has kelyphitic (reaction) rims, chromite, diamond, and 
titanium rich phlogopite. Yimengite is present in Venezuelan kimberlitic intrusions 
associated with spinel (Nixon and Condliffe, 1989). Yimengite alteration may be 
considered evidence for potassium-rare earth element metasomatism at the base 
of the craton in Venezuela, during or prior to emplacement of the kimberlitic rocks 
in the Early Proterozoic. Strontium whole-rock geochronology defines a poorly 
constrained Early Proterozoic age of 1,9001200 Ma. Neodymium model ages 
yield a similar Early Proterozoic age of 2,06011,950 Ma. Micaceous lamprophyric 
dikes containing pyrope garnet are associated with the kimberlite, and mica from 
the dikes has been dated by the 40Ar/39Ar method at 850 Ma. The kimberlitic 
intrusive rocks in the Guaniamo area are present in a northnorthwest- trending 
zone of faults and possible cratonal rifting (Nixon and others, 1989). 
 
PERMISSIVE DOMAIN 
The domain permissive for kimberlite intrusive rocks is virtually identical to that 
for carbonatite intrusive rocks. Domain V (pi. 8) includes the Cuchivero Group 



Bibliographic References Diamond Deposits in Venezuela 16 

and sedimentary rocks of the Roraima Group. Areas of the Imataca Complex, the 
Supamo Complex and greenstone belts, and the granitic rocks of the southern 
and western parts of Territorio Federal Amazonas are excluded because they are 
eroded too deeply for kimberlite to be preserved, assuming that the most 
extensive erosion in the shield occurred from late Mesozoic through Tertiary 
time. Two types of areas within the permissive domain have a higher probability 
for undiscovered deposits of kimberlite and carbonatite. One type of area 
consists of crudely circular areas defined by radar imagery, aeromagnetic 
anomalies, residual gravity anomalies, and the association of some diamond 
prospects not associated with detritus of the Roraima Group. The other type of 
area is defined by a riftlike feature described in the section on geophysics. Many 
known kimberlite deposits are clustered in areas of crustal weakness or rifting. 
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Diamonds transported from weathered source rocks and deposited in alluvial and 
beach sediments, sandstone, and conglomerate are termed "placer diamonds" 
(Lampietti and Sutherland, 1978; Cox, 1986e). Deposits are in coarse, clastic-
textured sedimentary sequences and are typically Tertiary and Quaternary in 
age. Diamonds are concentrated with other heavy minerals in the low-energy 
parts of stream systems and typically decrease in size and increase in quality 
with distance from their source. Streams draining areas of kimberlite pipes or 
diamond concentrations Diamonds transported from weathered source rocks and 
deposited in alluvial and beach sediments, sandstone, and conglomerate are 
termed "placer diamonds" (Lampietti and Sutherland, 1978; Cox, 1986e). 
Deposits are in coarse, clastic-textured sedimentary sequences and are typically 
Tertiary and Quaternary in age. Diamonds are concentrated with other heavy 
minerals in the low-energy parts of stream systems and typically decrease in size 
and increase in quality with distance from their source. Streams draining areas of 
kimberlite pipes or diamond concentrations 
 
The source of the diamonds has been variously ascribed to the conglomerates of 
the basal Roraima Group (unit YXr, pi. 2) or pre-Roraima rocks (unit Xpr), to 
kimberlite deposits of West Africa, or to local weathered kimberlite (Quebrada 
Grande, Guaniamo district, see discussion on kimberlite). Although no 
occurrences of diamonds within the Roraima Group have been documented, 
there is a pronounced spatial association between alluvial diamond deposits and 
outcrops of the Roraima Group. With the major exception of the Quebrada 
Grande area workings, most known diamond placer deposits are either within 
areas of mapped Roraima Group or in areas downstream from this unit. Although 
the lack of documented diamond finds within the Roraima Group has led some 
authors to postulate that the source of the diamond placers is kimberlite deposits 
of west-central Africa (Reid, 1974; Bricefto,1984), most West African kimberlites 
are younger the Roraima. Briceño (1984) stated that the conglomerates in the 
Uairén Formation were themselves paleoplacers and were the source for 
diamond-bearing gravels deposited about 8,000 years ago at San Salvador de 
Paul. These Holocene paleoplacers probably are the source of diamonds in 
some deposits in currently active drainages. Alluvial diamond deposits of the 
Guaniamo district are the most important diamond placers in Venezuela and 
have produced an estimated 12 million carats of diamonds during the last 20 
years (Baxter-Brown and Baker, 1990). The area, discovered in 1968, accounts 
for approximately 85 percent of Venezuela's total reported historical diamond 
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production (Fairbairn, 1971; Añez, 1985). The main area of production is along 
Quebrada Grande, a tributary of Río Guaniamo. Río Guaniamo flows into Río 
Cuchivero, which in turn enters the Rio Orinoco several kilometers east of 
Caicara. Quebrada Grande and its tributaries are diamondiferous for 40 km or 
more. 
A generalized stratigraphic profile of the Guaniamo area consists of a basement 
of igneous rocks, typically diabase, as at La Salvaci6n, or a weathered granite 
that is essentially ferromagnesian or kimberlitic (Baptista and Svisero, 1978; 
Nixon, 1988; Baxter-Brown and Baker,1990). Basal material is typically 
thoroughly altered and forms an irregular depositional surface. A coarse diamond 
bearing angular to subangular gravel unit directly overlying the basal material 
forms a relatively thin (3 m thick or less) horizon consisting of quartz, microcline, 
chalcedony, chert, and lithic fragments of igneous rock in a clay-rich matrix. 
Pebbles 25-50 mm in size in a poorly sorted matrix indicate torrential-like high 
energy deposition. The upper part of the section consists of fine-grained 
sedimentary rocks such as fine-grained, crossbed-stratified sandstone, 
mudstone, and organic-rich claystone. Minerals such as pyrope garnet, 
magnesian ilmenite, chrome diopside, olivine, and sphene in the coarse gravels 
also indicate a kimberlitic origin. Diamond placer deposits associated with rocks 
of the Roraima Group form the second major group of occurrences in the 
Venezuelan Guayana Shield. These deposits are in the basins of Rfos Caronf, 
Paragua, and Icabaru and their tributaries below the high cliffs of the Roraima 
Group in the southeastern part of the country. The most prominent locale of this 
group is the San Salvador de Paul area. Although records are poor, overall 
production in the San Salvador area exceeds 2 million carats; production is 
estimated at 2,000 carats per month (Briceño, 1984). Distribution of stone quality 
is approximately 49.17 percent gem, 36.2 percent industrial, and 14.63 percent 
bort (Maziarek, 1975). The high percentage of gem-grade diamonds and the 
absence of other minerals of kimberlitic association that are less resistant to 
transportation suggest either a distal kimberlitic source or more than one cycle of 
sedimentation or both (Briceño, 1984). The pattern of sedimentation observed in 
diamond-bearing unconsolidated sediments is fairly systematic (Briceño, 1984); 
basal diamond- bearing gravels rest on either iron-rich laterite or deeply 
weathered pre-Roraima rocks. These gravels are poorly sorted and clay rich and 
consist of extremely angular fragments of milky vein quartz and clear quartz 
crystals showing little wear mixed with coarse to very coarse sand that is well 
rounded. Iron concretions and silicified sandstone fragments may be present in 
the matrix. At least one area, Uriman, contains jasper-rich detrital material that 
fines upward into medium- and fine-grained sands commonly characterized by 
an organic-rich interval. The organic-rich horizon is overlain by either fluvial or 
windblown sediments extending to the surface. 
The general mechanism of diamond deposition in unconsolidated sediment is 
interpreted as follows. (1) Diamonds were released by weathering, then (2) 
trapped and concentrated in the thick tropical soil profile. (3) With the initiation of 
drying climatic conditions about 9,000-8,000 years B.P. (representing 
savannalike conditions), diamonds and associated detritus were transported and 
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deposited by high-energy streams (Briceño, 1984). (4) Continued dry conditions 
decreased the transporting capacity of streams, generating the finer grained 
upper profile of the sedimentary section. The upper section has been dated by 
carbon- 14 methods at 6,470±340 years B.P. (5) Present-day conditions are that 
of a very humid tropical forest environment. The domain permissive for diamond 
placers is coincident with that outlined for diamond-bearing kimberlite pipes and 
also includes lowlands (about 400 m elevation) draining areas of the lower part of 
the Roraima Group, pre-Roraima rocks, and outliers of these formations. 
Extensions of this domain include the total length of basin-alluvial deposits of all 
major rivers and streams draining the above mentioned sequences. The large 
area east of Rio Caura and south of the Rio Supamo-Rio Yuruani basins and 
including major drainages such as the Caroní and Paragua that drain the 
Roraima and associated formations is considered to have a lower probability for 
undiscovered high-grade deposits because of the absence of kimberlitic source 
rocks (known or suspected) and the lack of known deposits. It must be noted, 
however, that the seasonal high-energy load capacity of rivers such as the 
Caronf carries diamond-enriched gravel-size material long distances from 
Roraima sources. The well-rounded diamond bearing pebble conglomerate and 
modern-day river sediments southwest of Puerto Ordaz represent distal deposits. 
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En Venezuela, todos los distritos diamantíferos se relacionan íntimamente con la 
Formación Roraima, una extensa unidad precámbrica constituida por 
conglomerados, areniscas, lutitas y cuerpos de diabasas, que ocupa gran parte 
de la región sur del país. Muy probablemente, la fuente de diamantes esté 
directamente asociada con los conglomerados basales de esa formación. 
 
En términos generales, se pueden reconocer tres tipos principales de depósitos 
diamantíferos aluvionales (Maziarek, 1975): 
 
1.- Los sedimentos y concentraciones secundarias en los lechos de los ríos y 
quebradas. 
 
2.- Los aluviones de planadas bajas y los antiguos cursos de los ríos. 
 
3.- Los aluviones de terrazas. 
 
De todos -estos tipos de aluviones, los que más se han trabajado en Venezuela, 
son los asociados con los ríos y quebradas. Es muy probable que la razón de 
esto sea la cercanía a fuent.es de agua; pero de acuerdo con las experiencias 
mineras en Guayana, los aluviones que más se han destacado por su riqueza 
diamantífera son los de tipo de planadas bajas y antiguos cursos de los ríos, tal 
como sucede en San Salvador de Paúl y en Guaniamo. 
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Con respecto a depósitos asociados con aluviones de terrazas, poco se ha 
hecho para explorar esas extensas zonas tan comunes en muchos de los 
grandes ríos del Estado Bolívar. 
 
Desde el punto de vista mineralógico, se observan dos tipos de aluviones, 
conforme al contenido y la composición de las gravas diamantíferas, lo que a la 
vez está intimamente ligado con la ubicación geográfica de los yacimientos. 
Estos son: 
 
1.-- Los aluviones cuyos concentrados en surruca presentan un color muy claro. 
 
2.- Los aluviones cuyos concentrados se presentan con colores oscuros. Los del 
primer caso, son los aluviones diamantíferos localizados dentro o al pie de la 
Formación Roraima en su extensión actual, tal como la Gran Sabana, Uriman, 
Avequi, Parupa, San Salvador de Paúl, Paramuchi, Alto Paragua, Casabe, Aza, 
Chiguao, Alto Cuyuni, etc. Los concentrados de surruca en este caso, se 
caracterizan por un color blanco y están compuestos principalmente por cuarzo, 
rutilo y bajos contenidos de limonita, hematita y magnetita.  
 
En el segundo caso, los concentrados resultantes de la operación de surruca, 
tienen aspecto muy, oscuro y la forma es de gran tamaño. Se caracterizan por 
un alto contenido de minerales de hierro y escasa presencia de jaspe, rutilo y 
zircón, que en este caso son reemplazados por gran abundancia de ilmenita, 
limar.ita y hematita. Estos son los aluviones ubicados fuera, e inclusive, lejos de 
la extensión actual de la Formación Roraima, tal como Bajo Caroni (Caruachi, 
Playa Blanca, Río Claro y Merey), Coroima, Paviche, la región cubierta por el 
Lago de Guri, San Pedro de las Bocas, Río Yuruari y Río Yuruán (Maziarek, 
1975). 
 
Depósitos del Río Caroní, Estado Bolívar  
 
Uno de los drenajes más importantes desde el punto de vista de aluviones 
diamantíferos, lo constituye el Río Caroní. Tanto este río como sus principales 
tributaries en la Gran Sabana, con mayor o menor intensidad, muestran 
presencia de diamantes en sus aluviones. La abundancia se acrecen ta al entrar 
el río en los profundos valles de la Formación Roraima, caracterizándose por las 
concentraciones de diamantes, tal como en Urimán, Avequi, Parupa y San 
Salvador de Paúl (Fig. 32). La presencia de diamante se ha comprobado hasta 
aproximadamente la desembocadura del río Antabarc; desde aquí hasta los 
raudales del Tuyucay, el río Caroní disminuye notablemente su contenido de 
diamantes hasta casi quedar estéril. Desde los raudales del Tuyucay, pasando 
por San Pedro de Las Bocas, y particularmente desde San Pedro hasta los 
raudales de Coroima, el río vuelve a ser muy productivo, conociéndose 
aluviones y concentraciones diamantíferas de gran importancia, como son: 
Nieves, Platanal, San Salvador, Paviche, Coroima y El Bagre. Desde los 
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raudales de Coroima y hasta la salida del río, abajo del sitio de presa de Guri, el 
Caroní Vuelve a quedar casi estéril otra vez. Finalmente, desde los saltos del 
Merey hasta prácticamente su desembocadura en el Orinoco, el Caroní se 
presenta con una gran riqueza diamantífera en los sitios de Merey, Río Claro, 
Caruachi y Playa Blanca. 
 
Depósitos del Area de Guaniamo, Distrito Cedeño, Estado Bolívar 
 
Una de las áreas que ha influído notablemente en el incremento de la 
producción diamantífera en Venezuela, ha sido sin duda alguna, el Distrito 
Minero de Guaniamo, ubicado en el Distrito Cedeño del Estado Bolívar. La 
producción diamantífera de Venezuela que fue de 193.784 quilates en 1969, 
aumentó a 508.600 quilates en 1970, a 780.830 quilates en 1973 y a 1.243.660 
quilates en 1974, como consecuencia de las explotaciones provenientes del 
Distrito Minero de Guaniamo. (Fig. 33). Los yacimientos diamantíferos que 
cubren la llanura aluvional de la Quebrada Grande y sus principales afluentes, la 
zona de mayor producción en el Distrito Minero de Guaniamo, comprenden dos 
tipos esenciales: la grava diamantífera que se asienta sobre el substrato fonnado 
por rocas ígneas (diabasas) como por ejemplo en la mina de La Salvación, y la 
que reposa sobre una arcilla verde azulada proveniente de la descomposición de 
esa y otras rocas esencialmente ferromagnesianas. Ambos tipos están 
fuertemente mineralizadas, especialmente el segundo tipo, donde la naturaleza 
plástica y lubricante de la arcilla actúa como mesa de grasa natural 
concentradora de diamantes. 
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Las gravas, que aparentan derivarse directamente de rocas graníticas y rocas 
básicas, tienen un espesor muy bajo y por lo general son angulares. El material 
de recubrimiento consiste en sedimentos finos: arenas finas con.estratificación 
cruzada, limos, arcillas y niveles con materia orgánica. La roca basal sobre la 
cual resposan las gravas diamantífcras por lo general está muy alterada y su 
perfil longitudinal es muy irregular, circunstancia favorable para la concentración 
de los minerales. 
 
De acuerdo con estudios detallados, se han identificado los siguientes minerals 
pesados en las gravas diamantíferas, así como en el recubrimiento: brookita, 
zircón, epidoto, esfena, estaurolita, granate, hematita, ilmenita, limonita, 
magnetita, olivino,rutilo, turmalina y vesubianita (Baptista y Svisero, 1978). 
 
El diamante que se explota en la región de Quebrada Grande puede clasificarse 
en tres categorías, las cuales por lo regular son típicas también de otras zonas 
diamantíferas del Estado Bolívar. Estas categorías son: 
 
a.- Variedades bien cristalizadas, transparentes, incoloras o ligeramente teñidas 
y que constituyen las gemas destinadas a joyería. 
 
b.- Las variedades netamente cristalizadas, translúcidas u opacas, generalmente 
coloreadas, en mayor porcentaje que la anterior, destinada exclusivamente a 
usos industriales. 
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c.- Las variedades de cristalización confusa en las cuales no se distinguen caras 
cristalinas, que responden a la categoría de los "Borts", también destinados al 
uso industrial. 
 
La granulometría de los diamantes varía entre 1 a 5 mm, siendo frecuentes los 
hallazgos de 20 o más quilates. Los mayores tenores, así como las piedras 
mayores, corresponden a las zonas en que la granulometría de las gravas 
existentes en los depósitos de fondos de valles es la más gruesa. 
 
Algunos diamantes de la región noroccidcntal del Estado Bolívar contienen 
inclusions cristalinas de dimensiones, en general, menores de 0,5 mm. Estos 
minerals siempre son ideomorfos, y en la mayoría de los casos constituyen 
crecimientos epitáxicos con el diamante que los hospeda. Esto indica que tales 
inclusiones son primarias, es decir, contemporáneas con la fonnación del 
diamante. Varias de estas inclusiones fueron seleccionadas y sometidas a 
análisis con microsonda electrónica, obteniéndose los resultados que se 
presentan en la Tabla No. 20. (Baptista y Svisero, 1978). 
 
Aún cuando es extremadamente difícil estimar las reservas de aluviones 
diamantíferos en áreas conocidas o potenciales, se considera sin duda, que 
éstas son altas si tomamos en cuenta lo extenso de las áreas aluvionales que 
rodean a la Formación Roraima. Maziarek (1975), estima que nuevas zonas 
diamantíferas pueden ser ubicadas en las siguientes regiones: Bajo Caroní 
(Carnachi, Playa Blanca, Río Claro, Merey); Zona Sur del Vaso del Guri 
(Paviche, Sute, Isla Monagas); San Pedro de Las Bocas, Región de Casabe; 
Chiguao; Alto Paragua; Paramuchachi; San Salvador de Paúl; Región de 
Guacharaca; Avequi; Urimán; Carrao; Icabrú-Surucum; Santa Elena de Uairén y 
área de Guaniamo. 
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Main locations Diamonds, Bolivar State, Venezuela 
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Source: All that Glitters is not Gold - Balancing Conservation and Development in 
Venezuela's Frontier Forests (WRI, 1998, 60 pages) 
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minerales preciosos del motor minero 
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